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PO Box 45017, EPUNI. Phone (04) 567 6912 Fax (04) 567 2988 E-mail: huttvalleytennis@xtra.co.nz

INTERCLUB RULES AND REGULATIONS
1.0 GENERAL

1.1 All contests shall be played in accordance with the Rules of Lawn Tennis as adopted by Tennis New Zealand Inc. insofar as they are applicable and the TNZ Code of Conduct.

1.2 Unless otherwise mentioned, these Rules shall apply to all Interclub competitions run by Hutt Valley Tennis (Inc) including Weekend Interclub, Midweek Interclub, Night Interclub, Midweek Day Interclub and Junior Interclub.

1.3 Definitions and Abbreviation:

a) TNZ – Tennis New Zealand (Inc)

b) HVT – Hutt Valley Tennis (Inc)

c) Interclub Playing Committee – A sub-committee within the Management Committee of HV Tennis (Inc) to administer Interclub Tennis.

d) MP – Mitchell Park.

e) The Secretary-The Secretary of HV Tennis (Inc) at Mitchell Park, P.O. Box 45 017, Epuni.
f) Regional – Grade, Masters, Committee etc.) – A combination of Hutt Valley, Wellington, and Kapi-Mana Tennis activities.

g) Rubber-one competitive singles, doubles, or mixed doubles event played between the members of opposing teams. The rubbers usually shall be the best of 3 sets each, with tie-break game at 6 games all.

h) Match/Contest – The total number of rubbers played between two teams during one contest between such teams. There are usually 6 rubbers to one match/contest (either as 4 Singles and 2 Doubles, or as 6 Doubles.)

i) Competition – A complete season of play in a particular grade or division of interclub convenor.

2.0 POWERS
2.1 The Interclub Playing Committee (see 1.3 (c) shall have power:

(a) To promote, carry out and control competitions between affiliate Clubs and to deal with all questions arising therefrom, including any matters/disputes arising out of these rules and not provided for in these regulations.

(b) To divide the entries received into divisions and the divisions into sections and, if thought necessary, shall have power to regrade any entry received.

(c) To postpone, cancel and/or reschedule any round or contest of the competition.

(d) To cancel the entry of any club, or deal with any club as thought fit if any team fails to comply with any of the rules and regulation herein.
(e) In the first instances enquiries should be made with the Playing Committee Convenor. In his/her absence then with respective Day, Night, Midweek or Junior Interclub convenor.

3.0 APPEAL.

Any club objecting to the decision of the Interclub Committee may appeal to the Management Committee of Hutt Valley Tennis (Inc) whose decision shall be final. Such appeal to be lodged within 7 days of notification by the Interclub Committee.

4.0. ENTRIES, ENTRY FEES, AVAILABILITY CLUB COURTS

4.1 Entries and Entry Fees

(a) Clubs desiring to compete in the Interclub Competitions shall notify the Secretary when requested and enclose with such notice a team list and an entry fee of such amount for each team as may from time to time be decided upon by the Management Committee.

(b) Club Secretaries will be notified by the HVT Secretary of the interclub entry fees before the start of the interclub season. 
4.2 Availability of Club Courts.

(a) Any club entering a team or teams in the Interclub Competition must make at least two courts available to the Association, if a contest is allocated to home courts. The Surface of the courts allocated by clubs must be specified on the team entry forms and should be suitable for the level of interclub to be played on these courts.

For Regional 1, 2, 3 of such quality as defined by Regional Tennis Rules.

Other Grades – a good quality surface, asphalt or better.

(b) Based on the number of teams entered in the competition each club will be expected to provide proportionate club courts hours. Those hours will be calculated by HVT and advised to clubs using the following formula.
   (Total Interclub Hours) – (Mitchell Park & School Courts Hours) divided by (total number of Interclub Teams) X (Specific Teams per-Club) = Club court hours ‘owing’ by specific club.

5.0 ELIGIBILITY OF TEAMS AND INDIVIDUALS WITHIN TEAMS.

5.1 Eligibility of Teams within Grades.

(a) Team seedings within exact grade will be based on final places in the previous season regardless of any change in team personnel for the new season.

(b) Should a vacancy occur in a grade. This vacancy shall be filled by the next eligible team from the grade below. For the purposes of applying this rule, any team demoted from a higher grade at the end of the previous season shall be assumed to be. The next eligible team from the grade below.

(c) Should the qualified team in 5.1(b) not wish to take the vacancy, a team maybe selected by HVT Playing Committee.

5.2 Eligibility of Individuals within Teams.

(a) The eligibility to play for a Club shall be bona fide membership of that Club of at least a fortnight’s standing prior to a contest.

(b) The team list (4.1) above setting out team names and the seedings of such players should be forwarded to the Secretary seven (7) or more days prior to the first interclub match. If the team list is not furnished as above, then the playing order listed on The team sheet for the first Interclub match, will establish the initial seedings of players. Such seedings may subsequently be altered only in accordance with the requirements of Rule 5.
(c) No player shall play for a Club in the competitions, if he or she is un-financial to any other Club affiliated with Hutt Valley Tennis Inc.

(d) No player shall play for more than one club within a competition. A player from the same club can play in separate competitions. A player can play for two or more clubs in separate competition. Providing they do not contravene (i) Rule 5.6 relative to status of various grades and (ii) Rule 5.2.c relative to financial obligations to each club. The following are separate competitions:
(a) Weekend Day Interclub.

(b) Midweek Night Interclub.

(c) Midweek Day Interclub.

(d) Within Weekend Day Interclub the following are regarded as separate competitions:

1) Mens Regional, HV Open Grades 1,2,3,4,5,6 is separate from

2) Womens Regional, HV Open Grades 1,2,3,4 is separate from

3) Regional Masters, Presidents Grade is separate from
4) Intermediate Grades.

Example: A player can play Regional Grade on Saturday and Regional Masters or Presidents Grade on Sunday for the same club (unless in contravention of Rule 5 6), or A player can play HV Division 1 on Saturday for Club A and Presidents Grade on Sunday for Club B (unless in contravention of Rule 5.2.c.)

5.3 REGRADING, SEEDING WITHIN TEAM

(a) Any player who has played in two matches in a higher grade cannot be played in lower grades unless he/she has been regraded by The Interclub Committee. Any player who after regrading plays again in any higher grade is committed to play that higher grade for the season. For status of grades see Rule 5.6.
(b) In the event that a team is one or more players short for a match, all remaining players shall play in the highest available position in both singles and doubles matches, e.g. If a 4 person team only has 3 players available for a contest, those players shall play in singles positions 1.2.3 and default No. 4 singles, and default the lower doubles.

(c) In all matches, the players must play in order of merit no player may be positioned more than one place higher or lower within the team order than their last singles position played, unless approved by The Interclub Convenor e.g. if top two players are unavailable, then No 3 can play as No 1. See Rules 5.3(g) re-notification to HVT Committee.
(d) Any player not originally nominated for the team in which they are playing shall play in the lowest position in that team in singles, doubles and mixed doubles – In exceptional circumstances, such as when a better player returns from injury or from overseas, the Playing Committee is  empowered to use its discretion to allow positional changes within team seedings (it is recommended that such discretionary approval be conveyed to opposing clubs and/or team captains prior to the day of the contest) Request for positional change must be made 3 days before the match.
(e) All teams (except Presidents Grades and Intermediate Grades) may include five (5) players. If a 5-player team, all five team names must be listed on team sheets prior to the start of the contest. The fifth player may be used in either doubles pairing at the expense of any singles player.

(i) See Rule 10.4. The inclusion for doubles of a 5th player is allowed if a player is subsequently 
    incapacitated through injury which necessitated defaulting a single. If this happens then both teams can   

    re-arrange their doubles pairings but only with the five (5) players nominated on the team sheet at the 
    beginning of the match. Such rearranged doubles matches must be played on the original scheduled 
    day.
(ii) Unless pre-listed on a team sheet as a doubles player, a fifth player may not replace a single player
    should that singles player play out the full duration of the singles match before claiming an incapacity to 
   continue on. This instance the team suffering the injury is expected to carry one loss.

(f) No player may play in a grade/division lower than that of their last season of interclub, regardless of the year of that prior season, unless with the prior permission of the Playing Committee. A relegation of a team shall be accepted as a re-grade of all the team members within that team.

(g) Team sheets, including the names of team members in order of seedings are to be exchanged between opposing captains before the nominated start time of each match.
(h) These team sheets to include singles and doubles seeding of players. Double pairings may be any combination of players preferably in order of merit.
(i) All such cases under Rules 5.3 (regarding) are to be notified to and approved by the Interclub Committee at least three days prior to the match in which it is proposed that such a player should take part. Any departure from this requirement may result in the offending player’s matches being defaulted. In a emergency, telephone approval may be sufficient, however telephone approvals from the Interclub Convenor or any other committee member will not bind any subsequent deliberations or the interclub committee in any matter.

5.4 Transfers between Two teams in the Same Grade

Should any club have two or more teams engaged in the same division and/or section, players may not be transferred between teams. Teams promoted or relegated for the second round could be in “The same division” for the purposes of this rule. The following exceptions are allowable:

(i) Transfers will only be acceptable in lower grades (See Appendix IV for lower grade in this category) and,

(ii) With permission of the Interclub Committee in reply to written requests from clubs, lodged 48 hours before a match, which will allow time for the committee to contact the opposing club, and

(iii) Providing such players are ranked lower than the lowest ranked team member of the team transferring into.

(iv) Clubs may register such players at the beginning of each season or observe the 48 hour clause in 5.4(ii).

(v) Such transferees can play no more than twice for their non-standard team.

(vi) A lower grade team member may play in such two or more teams in the higher grade but only TWICE IN TOTAL between the two or more teams before being considered a permanent member of that higher grade. 
5.5 Composition of teams for final contests of first or second rounds must be of ‘regular’ team members.

(a) To be eligible to play in the last contest of the first round (pre-Christmas) a team member must have played in at least one previous contest of the same grade for the same club in that season (or obtained permission from the playing committee to play 48 hours before the match.

(b) To be eligible to play in the last contest of the second round (post-Christmas) a team member must have played in at least two previous contests of the same grade for the same club in that season (or obtained permission from the playing committee to play 48 hours before the match.

5.6 The status of the grades in order of merit and the cross grading of grades shall be:

	MEN
	LADIES
	MASTERS & PRESIDENTS
	NIGHT

	Regional 1
	-
	-
	A

	Regional 2
	Regional 1
	Regional Masters
	A

	Regional 3
	Regional 2
	Regional Masters
	A

	HVT Div 1
	Regional 3
	Presidents Div 1/Regional Masters
	A

	HVT Div 2
	HVT Div 1
	Presidents 1 & 2
	B

	HVT Div 3
	HVT Div 2
	Presidents 2 & 3
	B

	HVT Div 4
	HVT Div 3
	Presidents 3 & 4
	C

	HVT Div 5
	HVT Div 4
	Presidents 4
	C


For the purposes of this rule players may play above their normal grade but cannot play below their normal grade. If necessary, the Playing Committee shall decide a players normal grading.

6.0 SPECIAL PLAYING CONDITIONS - VARIOUS
6.1 For special playing conditions in various grades refer to the Appendices which follow.

7.0 TENNIS BALLS
7.1 Slazenger Championship tennis balls must be used, either hard court or synthetic grass court, whichever is appropriate.

7.2 All singles grades shall provide two pairs of new balls per team.

7.3 Double grades and may only provide one pair of new balls per team, depending on the court surface

8.0 COMPETITION POINTS
8.1 Each match in a contest is worth one competition point for the team that wins it.

8.2 Two bonus points shall be awarded to the team that wins most contests or if there is a draw both teams are awarded one bonus point each.

8.3 Results of rubber will be decided on the number of matches won. Should matches be equal, the majority of sets shall decide the rubber. Should sets be equal, the majority of games will decide the rubber. If teams are equal on matches, sets and games the tie shall be a draw. If there is a draw in a final match there shall be one standard doubles tiebreak to determine the winner. The doubles can be of any combination.

8.4 For the purposes of a count back of sets or games, defaulted matches shall be recorded as 6/0. 6/0 wins for the team which did not default. If a player retires or is defaulted while the match is in progress, for the purposes of a count back, the score up till that point shall be recorded and the winning player is awarded the minimum number of games and sets necessary for him or her to attain a score that would have otherwise won him or her the match.

8.5 The place of teams in each draw shall be determined by the number of competition points each team has obtained. Where two or more teams have equal points, the team that has won the most ties shall be placed above the other team or teams. If two or more teams have equal points and have won equal ties, the team with the most matches won, and if even, the most sets won, and if even, the most games won, shall be placed above the other teams or teams. In the event that two or more teams are even on points, ties, matches, sets and games, for the purposes of promotion, relegation or eligibility for final ties, lots shall be drawn to establish the places of the teams.

8.6 Competition points from the pre-Christmas draws will not be carried across to post-Christmas

9.0 NOTIFICATION OF RESULTS
9.1 The captain of each team shall furnish a complete result of the match whether won, lost or drawn, on the form provided by HVT and duly signed. The results sheets must be in the hands of the recording Officer no later than Wednesday after each contest. These result sheets can placed in the designated box in the foyer at Mitchell Park, or faxed to (04) 567-2988, or E-mailed to huttvalleytennis@xtra.co.nz
9.2 Failure to observe this rule will result in loss of all points for that contest for both teams. This rule includes cancelled or unfinished contests, see Rule 11(notification of deferred matches).
9.3 Where there is an urgency for results the Playing Committee may ring the club for a verbal report but this will not replace formal furnishing of result sheets 
10.0 DEFAULTS
10.1 If a team defaults a contest during the competition a fine will be imposed of $50. The team

must notify an Interclub Playing Committee member not less than forty eight (48) hours before the scheduled start time of the contest or the fine will increase to $100.00.

10.2 Any team that defaults two (2) ties in succession shall be deemed to have withdrawn from the competition unless an explanation can be provided to the satisfaction of the Interclub Playing Committee.

10.3 Where a team has notified its default of a match and on the scheduled day all matches are cancelled by the Interclub Committee or where 50 percent of matches in that grade are unfinished due to bad weather, the default is likewise cancelled.

11.0 STARTING TIMES AND COMPLETION OF MATCHES
10.1 All contests starting times are as shown in the draw schedule.

10.2 All contests must end at the scheduled time listed for the next contest on the same courts.

10.3 All matches have a maximum warm up period of 5 minutes.
10.4 All contests not completed within the scheduled time span are deemed to be completed and score sheets must reflect this.

10.5 Failure to arrive within 15 minutes of scheduled start time by a team is a team default. The team defaulted to must advise the Playing Committee of the default. The maximum points available to the contest will be awarded to the team defaulted against..

10.6 Failure of a team member to arrive within 15 minutes of the scheduled time is a member default for the starting play.. Where scheduled play is a 4/2 or 2/4 courts system the default lies with the starting match. Where there is no court number variance the defaulted game is deemed to be the fourth member singles.
10.7 A time allowance of 45 minutes per match will apply for subsequent matches.
12.0 CANCELLATIONS AND POSTPONEMENTS
12.1 (a) The draw must be strictly adhered to at all times. Cancellations or postponements of contests are only permissible in the event of wet weather or representative matches. (See Rule 12.2).

(j) There will be no cancellations by HVT over the radio for either Mitchell Park Tennis or club courts.
(ii)   Postponement of matches as a result of wet weather shall be by mutual agreement of the team captains involved, providing compliance with Rule 12.1 a (iii). Note: Captains must make an effort to contact opposing captains if the weather looks doubtful since conditions can vary in different parts of the area. Contact numbers have been provided in the draws for this purpose.

(iii)  A decision to postpone a contest because of weather conditions, shall not be made before 9.30am and 2.00pm for morning and afternoon contests respectively.
  (b) Contests may be played at an earlier date by mutual agreement by any of the team captains involved.  

A contest not completed on the day it is scheduled because of rain, bad light or other justifiable reason shall 
be called:

(i)  A “cancelled contest”, if fewer than half of the matches have been completed when play is interrupted.
 Replay of a cancelled contest will be played as a completely new contest at love all, with no special restriction on team personnel.

(ii)  A “postponed” contest, if not commenced, Replay as in 12.1c(i).
(iii) An unfinished contest: if at least half to the matches have been completed when play is interrupted. Replay shall be continued from the exact score at the time of interruption. No substitutes will be allowed.
12.2 If team captains cannot agree on a date, time and venue for a postponed or unfinished tie, or any tie remains uncompleted within two (2) weeks of its scheduled date, the tie is null and void.

12.3 Team captains must notify the Interclub Playing Committee of the date, time and venue to complete postponed or unfinished ties by E-mail by 5pm on the Monday following the scheduled date of the suspended tie.

12.3 When playing postponed ties, teams may change the players named in their original playing orders.

12.4 When playing unfinished ties, teams may only change the players named in their original playing orders if the replacement player is ranked below the original player on the club’s ranking list and the replacement player plays in the correct order of merit according to the club’s ranking list. Players in unfinished matches cannot be replaced.

12.5 Contests can be played at an earlier date by mutual agreement of the team captains involved.

12.6 Any deferred or unfinished matches can be played at Mitchell Park by checking with the complex manager and making a booking for courts that are uncommitted; such bookings will not be granted free court hire. There will be no right of automatic replay on the Mitchell Park courts. .

12.7 Where a team has at least two (2) members required for the Representative matches where they have been selected for, on a day an interclub match has been scheduled, only the contests involving the away players will be rescheduled. All other contests must take place on the scheduled date. The rescheduled ties must be completed within 7 days of the originally scheduled date. At least 14 days notice of this must be given to the Interclub Playing Committee and the opposing team.

13.0 DRESS AND BEHAVIOR
13.1 All tennis attire must comply with the Tennis New Zealand Code of Conduct. Warm up clothing is allowed to be used during a match because of inclement weather or player injury. 

13.2 Tennis shoes must be: a) non-marking b) flat soled. 

13.3 Players not conforming to the dress code will be given the opportunity to change into suitable attire.

13.4 Any player guilty offensive or insulting behavior, or any behavior which distracts or inconveniences other players at the same venue, may be held in breach of standards of behavior. Such players will be given a verbal warning at the time and a written report to the Interclub Playing Committee must be made within 48 hours. The Playing Committee shall assess the merits of the breach and invite comment from the player in question. If a breach of behavior is affirmed the player shall be informed accordingly; the decision notified to the players club and a written assurance sought from the players club that such behavior shall cease. If no such change or assurance takes place the teams’ club will be requested to withdraw the player from the competition.
14.0 DISPUTES
14.1 Any disputes arising out of these rules shall be referred to the Interclub Playing Committee, in writing, within 72 hours of the event. The Interclub Playing Committee decision shall be deemed final.
14.2 In the event of interpretation concern, The Interclub Playing Committee can refer matters to the Hutt Valley Tennis Inc Management Committee as the last and final arbiter. 
Appendix - 
Special Playing Conditions and Formats – Various grades

General
(a)  Each division to comprise of 8 teams. The size of the bottom division of each competition (Mens, Ladies, President will be determined by the number of overall team entries.)

(b)  The team content of each division will be determined by performance in the previous season as gauged by the finishing position on the Master Ranking Ladder at the end of the previous season.

(c)  After a first round of 7 contests in a round-robin format, the divisions will be redrawn over the Christmas/New Year break wherein the top two teams in each division will move up a division. In the case of Division 1, the top two teams will enter the Regional Competition.

(d) The Pre-Christmas round-robin is championship play; the Post-Christmas round-robin is ranking play.

(e) Ranking play will determine teams positioning for the following season. These rankings will include any Regional teams returning to Division 1.

Presidents Grades

(a)  All President Grades will be team of two men over the age of forty (40) and two women over the age of thirty-five (35) as at the 1st October.

(b)  Each contest will comprise of one double and two mixed doubles per player (six matches in all).

(c)  The Mens and the Ladies doubles will be of three tie-breaker sets. The mixed doubles will be of two tiebreaker sets only; with an additional tie-breaker played if scores are level. No Short Deuces.

(d) The Pre-Christmas round-robin is championship play; the Post-Christmas round-robin is ranking play.

FINALLY – HVT INTERCLUB RULES AND REGULATIONS IS A LIVING DOCUMENT. 

SHOULD ANYONE HAVE SUGGESTIONS THAT WOULD ENHANCE THIS DOCUMENT – 
PLEASE FORWARD THEM IN WRITING TO THE SECRETARY, HUTT VALLEY TENNIS INC 

PO Box 45017 EPUNI Phone (04) 567 6912 Fax (04) 567 2988 E-mail: huttvalleytennis@xtra.co.nz
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